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AMENDMENT 

Please amend the following claims and add new claim 

100: 

24. (Amended) A composition [consisting essentially of] 
comprising; 

[sample] a nucleic acid comprising a target nucleic 
acid sequence, 

a first Oligonucleotide which hybridizes at or nsar the* 
3' end Of said target nucleic aci d sequence. 

a Second oligonucleotide which hybridizes at o r near 



the 3 ' end of a nucleic acid seouennft nprfprMv rnmnl pmpni-an; t-n 


said target nucleic acid sequence : wherein one of said first- 


and 


geCOncL_oliqonucleotides comnrises a fir-st nrnmnt-pr-nrim^r ^ 




Primes and the Other of said first and fiPnnnH nlirrnmtnlonH^e 


comprises at leapt two members both comprising a nucleotide 




sequence in common but d-iffe-rent- » ptiHq -in t-hai- hno i 


of 


one member is modified to reduce or block extension of said 



O l igonucleotide bv a polymerase while the 3' end of th e othe-r 
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member is either unmodified or differently modified to reduce or 
block extension of said oligonucleotide bv a polymerase. 

[a first and a second oligonucleotide of opposite 
sense, one of said first or second oligonucleotides being able to 
hybridize at or near the 3 1 -end of said target nucleic acid 
sequence and the other of said first or second oligonucleotides 
being able to hybridize at or near a 3 1 -end of a nucleic acid 
sequence complementary to said target nucleic acid sequence, 
wherein one of said first or second oligonucleotides comprises a 
first promoter-primer and consists essentially of a single 
nucleic acid sequence* having both modified and unmodified 
members, wherein said modified oligonucleotide is modified to 
reduce extension of said oligonucleotide by a polymerase compared 
to an unmodified oligonucleotide; and the other of said first or 
second oligonucleotides comprises a primer or a second promoter- 
primer,] 

one or more DNA and/or RNA dependent DNA polymerases, 

and 

an RNA polymerase that recognizes a promoter within one 
or both of said first or second promoter-primers. 
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35. (Amended) A kit comprising [the following components]: 
a first oligonucleotide which hybridizes at or near the 
3' end of said target nucleic acid sequence. 

a second oligonucleotide which hybridizes at or near 
the 3' end of a nucleic acid sequence perfectly complementary to 
said target nucleic acid sequence: wherein one of said first and 
second oligonucleotides comprises a fi rst promoter-primer or a 
primer, and the other of said first and second oligonucleotides 
comprises at least two members both comprising a nucleotide 
sequence in common but different 3' ends, in that the 3' end of 
one member is modified to reduce or block extension of said 
oligonucleotide by a polymerase while the 3' end of the other 
member is either unmodified or differently modified to reduce or 
block extension of said oligonucleotide bv a polymerase. 

[a first and a second oligonucleotide of opposite 
sense, one of said first or second oligonucleotides able to 
complex at or near the 3 ' -end of a target nucleic acid sequence 
and the other of said first or second oligonucleotides able to 
complex at or near a 3 ' -end of a nucleic acid sequence comple- 
mentary to said target nucleic acid sequence, wherein one of said 
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first or second oligonucleotides comprises a first promoter- 
primer and consists essentially of a single nucleic acid sequence 
having both modified and unmodified members or a mixture of 
differently modified members, and the other of said first or 
second oligonucleotides comprises a primer or a second promoter- 
primer, wherein said modified member is modified to reduce 
extension of said oligonucleotide by a polymerase compared to an 
unmodified oligonucleotide;] 

one or more DNA and/or RNA dependent DNA polymerases, 

and 

an RNA polymerase that recognizes a promoter within one 
or both of said first or second promoter-primers. 

39. (Amended) A kit for amplifying Mycobacterial nucleic 
ag *<*' containing at least one of a first and s^nnrf 
Oligonucleotide; said first oligonucleotide co m prising 
^gCCgTCACCCC ACCAACAAGCT> and said second oligonucleotide 
Comprising xq ggATAAGCCTGGGAAACT GGGTCTAATACC. wherein x is nnt-h-inq 
Or is a sequence r ecogn i zed bv an RNA polymerase and earh 
Oligonucleot i d e if? about 22 to a b ou t l OO bases in length [two 
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oligonucleotides each consisting essentially of a single nucleic 
acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT , xGGGATAAGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC , 
XCCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC, and xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGC , wherein x 
is nothing or is a sequence recognized by an enzyme] . 

40. (Amended) An oligonucleotide [consisting essentially 
of] Of about ?Q to about 1 op bases in length rnmprH ^ a 
[single] nucleic acid sequence [and] selected from the group 
consisting of xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT, 

xGGGATAAGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC , XCCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC, [and] 

XCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGC, and their fully nnrnn! f.^ . 

Sequences of the same length [or an oligonucleotide complementary 
to any one of said single nucleic acid sequences] , wherein x is 
nothing or is a sequence recognized by [an enzyme] an rwa 
polymftraffg 

41. (Amended) A kit for amplifying and rtAh^j n7 
MVCPfrafftorfal mmlHr acid , containing a first oligonucleotide [s] 
[consisting essentially of] of about 24 to a hn„t- inn h»n M '<n 
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l ength Comprising a miolgot- idft ha«e sequence 
GTCTTGTGGTGGA A AGCGC TTT A (3 and at- 1»« q t nnP additHon.l 
oligonucleotide Of about 2? to about 1 00 ha a<a s j n Igmrt-V, p^-,^ 
from the group consisting of •>cGCCGGTC.Ac r .ccACCMr**r,r< r ^ 
xGGATAaGCGTGGGAAACTaGGTCTAATArr [the following sequences : 
xGCCGTCACCCCACCAACAAGCT, xGGGATAAGCCTGGGAAACTGGGTCTAATACC, and 
GTCTTGTGGTGGAAAGCGCTTTAG] , wherein x is nothing or is a sequence 
recognized by [an enzyme] an RNA polymerase , 

42. (Amended) A kit for amplifying and d etecting 
MYCQbavt.erjaX nucleic arir) ,, containing a_firjs£ oligonucleotide [s] 
[consisting essentially of] of about 23 to about too h aHM .^ 
length comprising a nucleoti d e haBwaPtyi^ rA 
GGAGGATATGTCTCAGCGCTACr and at- 1 w t one addition*! 

oligonucleotide of about 20 to about ion h ag , fl ^ flPl ^p^ 
from the group consisting of xcc Anopp a c ttccgcta acc and , 
xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAArrnrA ^n [the following sequences: 
xCCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC, xCGCGGAACAGGCTAAACCGCACGC , and 
GGAGGATATGTCTCAGCGCTACC] , wherein x is nothing or is a sequence 
recognized by (an enzyme] an RNA nolympr^P 
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48. (Amended) The kit of claim 41 wherein one or more of 
said sequences has a [modified] 3 ■ end modify t-» ~ r 
block extension hv a poiymp npo 

49. (Amended) The kit of claim 41 wherein a M 0 , fi f mm ..^ 
oligonucleot ide comprises ting] a mixture comprising modified and 
unmodified members comprising [one or more of said sequences] a 
Common nuclsnH^ sequen^ 

50. (Amended) The oligonucleotide of claim 40 wherein said 
[sequence] oligem ic! eofide, or said oligonucleotide complementary 
thereto, has a modification at its 3- end to rpHn^ ^ 
extension by a po l ymerase 

51. (Amended) The oligonucleotide of claim 40 comprising a 
mixture comprising member* Parted from the ar oun ^^^ 7 ~<= 

^ 3' Unmodified members and mem b ers moHif-i^ n r 

their 3' end to reduce or block evt-e n sion b y n 
. POlymprapp, ^ 
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k> a mixture of memberfl differen tly TnoHifi>^ n r 

the i r 3' ends to reduce or block evtgn aion hy 
a PolyinpraBP 

[of modified and unmodified members or differently modified 
members comprising said sequence, or said oligonucleotide 
complementary thereto] . 

55. (Amended) The kit of claim 42 wherein one or more of 
said sequences has a [modified] 3' end modified to rednrv* nr 
block extension hv a poiympr^A 

56. (Amended) The kit of claim 42 comprising a mixture 
comprising unmodified members and member* m o dified »t- +h** r 

end to reduce or block ext ension of sai d me mbers b Y » PO ]w. P r aa p . 
wherein said members comprise [modified and unmodified members 
comprising] one or more of said sequences. 

100. (New) A kit for amplifying Mycobacterial nucleic 

acid, containing a first oligonucleotide comprising 
xCCAGGCCACTTCCGCTAACC, and a second oligonucleotide comprising 
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